
AFFIDAVIT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

I, Ranger Juan Torrez^state that I am the Complainant with regard to the alleged offense of Manslaughter
Penal Code 19.04:a , which 1 state has been committed by Michael Sheppard DOB 05/20/1962 .

I further state that Michael Sheppard , on or about the 27^day of September, 2022; did the following:

I further stat that I have fumished this information to the Court of Jurisdiction On September 27, 2022, a
group of illegal immigrants were traversing the desert located near Sierra Blanca, Texas, which is located
in Hudspeth County. At approximately 7:00 pm MST the group stopped and was drinking water out of
the reservoir at Fivemile Tank, which is located north of the intersection of Indian Hot Spring Rd and FM
1111. A vehicle began to pass the group and the group took cover to avoid being detected. The vehicle
then backed up and the driver exited the vehicle. The driver leaned on the hood of the vehicle and fired
two shots from a firearm at the group of illegal immigrants. The driver then re-entered the vehicle and
fled the scene. One of the illegal immigrants was struck in the stomach and was transported to the
hospital. Another illegal immigrant was fatally struck and died at the scene. During interviews of illegal
immigrants by Federal Agents, the illegal immigrants stated they overheard one of the males shout
something in Spanish to the effect of, "Come out you sons of bitches, little asses!" then revved the engine
of the truck. The illegal immigrants then stated they were hiding in the brush, heard the engine of the
vehicle rev so they looked up to see if the vehicle had driven away, at which point they heard two
gunshots with one of them stating they had been shot. Agents began checking cameras and located a
vehicle matching the description of a vehicle from a previously stored image in a data base. A vehicle
matching the description was found in Sierra Blanca at 717 Wilson. Agents made contact with the owner
of the residence identified as Michael Sheppard. Michael Sheppard admitted the vehiele belonged to him.
Michael Sheppard told us he was the only one that drives that vehicle. We asked him about the incident
involving the illegal immigrants and he was reluctant to speak with us about it and left. Agents and 1 then
conducted a non-custodial interview of Mark Sheppard. Mark Sheppard initially told us that he was never
in the location where the shooting occurred. He later changed his story and admitted that he and Michael
Sheppard, his brother, were together on the evening of September 27, 2022. Mark Sheppard told us
Michael Sheppard was driving and they traveled to Fivemile Tank. Mark Sheppard told us they stopped at
Fivemile Tank and said they were looking for ducks, then changed it to birds and then to Javelina's. Mark
Sheppard told us he used binoculars and saw a "black butt" thinking it was a Javelina. Mark Sheppard
told us Michael Sheppard exited the truck with a shotgun, leaned on the hood of the vehicle and fired two
rounds. Mark Sheppard told us he asked Michael Sheppard something to the effect of, "did you get
him?". Mark Sheppard then changed "him" to "it". I asked him if either he or his brother went to confirm
that they had shot anything, and he said they did not. Mark Sheppard told us they never yelled anything
and after shooting then left to attend a Hudspeth Water Board meeting. Mark Sheppard told us this was
when he heard on the radio that an illegal immigrant was found at the dump suffering from a gunshot
wound. Mark Sheppard told us Michael Sheppard stated that's too far from where we were shooting. We
asked Mark Sheppard what he did when he found out that one of the illegal immigrants had been
discovered deeeased at the location he and his brother were shooting, and he said he did not do anything.
He also stated to us that he failed to report to any law enforcement authorities he and his brother were in
the location where the illegal immigrant was discovered deceased the previous date shooting for the
prosecution and for the purpose of filing a complaint and information.

AFFIANT

SWORN AND SUBSCRIBED TO BEFORE ME, by the said Affiant on the. ^" day
, 2022, in Hudspeth County, Texas.








